NOTES: CANTO 7,  296-77, 1%.	143
CANTO II.
* It is said that Scott, when he wrote the famous advice of the first
two lines, had not himself seen Melrose by moonlight. The idea
that this was the best time for viewing the ruined abbey might have
occurred to anybody, but may have been suggested by the following
lines in Rogers's ' Pleasures of Memory':—
' As the stern grandeur of a Gothic lower
Awes us less deeply in its morning-hour,
Than when the shades of Time serenely fall
On every broken arch and ivied wall.'
Though Rogers meant to describe the mellowing effects of Time,
the expression might well have suggested that old buildings are
more impressive in moonlight than in the full light of day. Green*
wich Hospital was the less romantic object of Rogers's reflections—
{Go, view the splendid domes of Greenwich,—go,
And own what raptures from reflection flow.'
1. 6. oriel. Scott seems to use the word loosely for a mullioned
window, as in 1. 113. An oriel or oriole was properly an oratory,
Latin oratoriolum^ or little place for prayer. ' Any projecting por-
tion of a room or even of a building was called an oriole, such as a
penthouse, or such as a closet, bower, or private chamber, an upper
story, or a gallery; and the term became last of all applied to a
projecting window, in which there was often an altar, and it was
screened off to form an oratory, as in Linlithgow Palace, Scotland.
This name is often erroneously given to the bay-window of a hall
for the side-board, hence oriel-window, which we retain to the pre-
sent day.' Parker, * Glossary of Architecture.'
1. ii. imagery, a somewhat archaic use of the word for carved or
painted figures, as in the ' graven imageJ of the Commandments.
Cf. Chaucer's < House of Fame/ iii. 100—' ymageries and taber-
nacles,*   Also, * The Squyr of Lowe Degre,' 11. 93-5 :—
eln her oryall there she was
Closed well with royal glass.
Fulfylled it was with ymagery.'
I. 12. scrolls, &c. 'The buttresses ranged along the sides of the
ruins of Melrose Abbey are, according to the Gothic style, richly
carved and fretted, containing niches for the statues of saiats, and
labelled with scrolls, bearing appropriate texts of Scripture. Most
of these statues have been demolished.'—scott.

